In examining the results of the working of the Contagious Diseases Acts I shall not toucli upon the moral aspect of the question, as that is beyond the sphere of a medical paper, and shall only refer to the social bearings of the subject when these are directly connected with the increase or diminution of venereal disease.
It is also not my intention to go deeply into statistics, as, from the ease with which figures may be manipulated, it would bring an element of confusion into the discussion ; and because, as I shall afterwards show, these statistics give no information at all upon the effects of the Acts in preventing constitutional syphilis, the only matter of real importance connected with the subject.
The motive of the Acts must be well known to every one, and consists in the compulsory and periodical examination of all registered prostitutes, and their detention in hospital when found diseased.
I shall now proceed to consider what in the working of these Acts is baneful and what is beneficial?for I think there is good as well as bad in them,?and afterwards draw my conclusions from the examination of both sides of the question.
The first thing to consider is the effect of the Acts on the number of prostitutes and brothels in the subjected districts. In whatever country these or similar Acts are in force, we see as the invariable result a diminution in the number of public prostitutes and the houses they frequent. This appears to me, however, anything but an unmixed good. The repression of these women through the working of the Acts does not mean that prostitution has lessened, or that the resulting disease has been reduced. It only means that the women who dislike the police regulations (and 4tli, The Acts give too much power to the police, and are therefore tyrannical. 5th, They reduce the number of public prostitutes, thus tending to increase clandestine prostitution, and as a consequence disease, amongst the civil population.
